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SUMMARY

The ‘Code of Practice’ in hand is published under the “Good Agricultural Practices
on Geographical Indication (GI) for Sustainable Production and Increased Markreting
Competence to Enhance Rural Livelihoods in Matrouh Project”, executed by the Centre
for Environment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE) in
collaboration with the Desert Research Center (DRC) in Egypt; and funded by the European
Union - Joint Rural Development Program (EU-JRDP) and the Italian Cooperation.

The Code addresses the concept of the GI which is defined as the mark or emblem
allocated for a particular product that corresponds to a specific geographical location or
origin (e.g. a town, region, or country) with specific characteristics or attributes to the
product. The GI registration is of utmost importance since it provides added value and
better marketing and export opportunities, in addition to the special protection given to
the product in accordance with the conventions and laws such as the Egyptian law on
intellectual property No. 82/2002.

The Code addresses figs, as they are among the main agricultural products of Matrouh
governorate given their special qualities distinguishing them from similar crops produced
in other areas. Therefore, they were targeted by the project for geographical indication
(GI) labeling, in cooperation with the relevant authorities in Matrouh.

[

The product quality is considered to receive the geographical indication (GI) label,
as quality is tightly linked to the production chain, starting from the field practices
(ploughing/ pruning/ fertilization/ pest control... etc.), in addition to harvesting,
handling, transport and storage, ...etc., to reach the consumer in good condition. In order
to consolidate such practices in farmers’ minds, the project had to publish this code for
best agricultural practices in the Northwest Coast, to achieve better production of figs,
ensuring its eligibility for the geographical indication (GI) labeling.

The Code provides practical information to the farmers for the figs that are largely grown
in Matrouh governorate, thus contributing to enhancing the production and the quality to
meet the consumer’s needs and requirements in terms of time and price.

In addition to the comprehensive information on the production chain that the Code
provides, it includes applied information on the economic, nutritional and medical
importance of figs as well as the environmental requirements. These requirements
include the appropriate soil type, water requirements, etc. The Code also provides
relevant information on the climatic conditions favorable for the crop production and the
adaptation practices, in light of the current environmental conditions.
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MATROUH FIGS
HAVE SPECIAL

CHARACTERISTICS
AS FOLLOWS

The code addresses the stage of
establishment and the agricultural
practices during the different stages of
growth and fruiting for the figs, aiming
at economical production and
high-quality products within the

prevailing environmental conditions.

The agricultural practices in the code
include propagation methods, planting
of seedlings, tillage, and pruning. The
code focuses on the optimal methods
and appropriate time of the different

agricultural practices.

As for irrigation, the code refers to

the importance of providing additional
amounts of water from various sources
(groundwater or harvested water).

Such amounts of water can be used as

€A

SULTANI FIG

is the most common fig cultivated in the
Northwest Coast. It is known for its high
nutritional value and its excellent properties
resulting from the prevailing environmental
conditions, which distinguish it from other
fig varieties. This makes it eligible for GI
labeling which will improve its marketing
chances by opening up new markets and
new customers categories.

supplemental irrigation to complete the
crop water requirements as they depend
partially on the scarce amounts of rainfall

for growth and fruiting.

The code also addresses the fertilization
practices based on organic/bio and
mineral natural resources to enhance
the soil properties and increase its water
holding capacity in addition to provide
the essential major and minor nutrients
for the trees. Moreover, it stimulates

the micro-organisms that improve soil
quality. Organic fertilizers are only
added in winter. It is worth mentioning
that Phosphate and Potassium can

be obtained from natural resources
(Phosphate rock and feldspar). Natural
nutrients are applied, in order to avoid the

contamination and chemical residues and

to provide nutritional needs on time.

This is done according to a schedule that

is available in this code.

Horticultural crops are exposed to

many insect pests, viral, fungal and
physiological diseases. The integrated
pest management and pest control
programs applied are only mechanical and
biological practices. This is imperative to
reduce infection rates in the absence of
chemical pesticide usage. These processes
which are explained in this code ensures
natural crop production free from

residues of pesticides.

The code also highlights the good
practices for post-harvesting measures;
as the fruits are collected upon adequate
maturity level based onthe destination.

The collection is performed preferably

after sunrise when moisture is gone.
Fruits are carefully collected to avoid
any scratch. It is recommended to collect
the fruits in appropriate boxes that shall
be immediately transported to a shaded
area where packaging and transport are
performed. The quality requirements
being observed, as well as the absence
of any infection; odors or unusual taste.
The fruits shall be clean and free from
moisture, and resilient to transportation
and commercialization in order to reach

the consumer in a satisfactory condition.

Other quality requirements are also
explained; including the degree of
maturity, grading, size, and display

requirements.

Following these practices will qualify
the product for GI labeling.
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CODE OF PRACTICES OF FIGS AS

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION
OF MATROUH GOVENORATE
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